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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
Joseph G. Manning is the William K. and Marilyn M. Simpson Professor of Classics and History at Yale University. A pioneering historian of the ancient Mediterranean and an internationally recognized expert on climate history, his work bridges the deep past with contemporary global challenges. He holds multi-disciplinary appointments at the Yale School of the Environment and as a Senior Research Scholar at Yale Law School, reflecting the expansive, cross-cutting nature of his scholarship.
Professor Manning's research famously combines cutting-edge climate science—including ice core data, volcanic histories, and climate modeling—with meticulous historical analysis. He investigates how past civilizations adapted, transformed, or collapsed in the face of profound environmental change, providing vital, data-driven frameworks for modern climate policy and institutional resilience.
An elite communicator and seasoned public intellectual, Professor Manning has delivered keynotes worldwide. He has taught at Stanford and Princeton, and held prestigious visiting professorships at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (Paris), University College London, and Keio University (Tokyo). He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago.

FORTHCOMING BOOK (W.W. NORTON, 2027)
The Hidden Hand: Climate and Human History
A sweeping, definitive exploration of 12,000 years of human-climate interactions across the Holocene epoch. The Hidden Hand dismantles simplistic environmental determinism, offering instead a sophisticated, deeply researched blueprint of human resilience, hydraulic engineering, and economic adaptation.
Previous Core Publications:
· The Open Sea: The Economic Life of the Ancient Mediterranean (Princeton University Press)
· The Last Pharaohs: Egypt Under the Ptolemies (Princeton University Press)

FEATURED KEYNOTE TOPICS
🗺️ Beyond “the West”: Why the Ancient World Was Never Western
· Focus: “Western civilization” and “the Silk Road” are both nineteenth-century inventions that carved a connected ancient world into tidy, self-contained stories. Drawing on three decades of research on Ptolemaic Egypt, the Nile, and premodern Eurasia, Professor Manning shows that Greece and Rome belonged to a far larger Afro-Eurasian world of empires, frontiers, and exchange, shaped as much by climate as by ideas. With the idea of a bounded Western civilization now being deployed in politics at home and abroad, this lecture explains why recovering the real, connected history of antiquity matters today.
· Audience Fit: University lecture series, world affairs councils, humanities festivals, museums with global antiquities collections, and foreign-policy and democracy forums.
🏛️ Why Climate Doesn’t Determine History (But Matters Enormously)
· Focus: A sophisticated critique of "climate determinism." This lecture demonstrates how human institutions, economic structures, and social choices dictate whether an environmental shock sparks absolute collapse or brilliant innovation.
· Audience Fit: Think tanks, policy forums, corporate strategy retreats, and high-net-worth investor groups looking at systemic risk.
🌍 Climate Change and Human History: Lessons from the Last 12,000 Years
· Focus: A grand tour of the Holocene epoch—our planet's "Goldilocks" climate era. Professor Manning connects deep-time historical data with the modern climate landscape, highlighting the institutional vulnerabilities that emerge when a stable climate shifts.
· Audience Fit: Distinguished lecture series, global environmental summits, and premium museum forums.
🏺 Ancient Civilizations and Environmental Collapse: What We Get Wrong
· Focus: Grounded in his extensive research on Ptolemaic Egypt as a classic hydraulic civilization, this talk busts popular myths regarding historical societal "collapse." Manning highlights the complex interplay between volcanic eruptions, Nile suppression, and state economic fragility.
· Audience Fit: Museums, historical societies, cultural institutions, and elite university alumni associations.

SELECT HONORS & APPOINTMENTS
· Guggenheim Fellowship Recipient
· Getty Scholarship Recipient
· US National Science Foundation (NSF) Major Research Grant Winner

BOOKING & BOOK TOUR INQUIRIES
Professor Manning is currently accepting select, high-level keynote invitations, panel moderation requests, and corporate consulting bookings for the 2027 international book tour.
Standard honorariums for premium keynote addresses and corporate retreats begin at $5,000 USD plus premium business travel accommodations.
Direct Inquiry Routing: joseph.manning@yale.edu | jgmanning.com
